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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’ s Observer. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

To-n1cut, Miss Adelaide Kemble appears for the last time,in the cha- 
racter of Semiramide, and to-morrow she will take leave of the stage 
in her favourite part of Morma. On Tuesday next, Dr. Arne’s Opera of 
Artaxerxes will be produced at this Theatre. The following is the cast ; 
Artaverves, Mrs. Alfred Shaw; Asbaces, Mr. Manvers; <Artabanes, 
Mr. W. Harrison; Mandane, Miss Rainforth; Semiva, Miss Poole. 

HAYMARKET THEATRE. 

Tus Evening, the entertainments will consist of The Way of the 
| World, The Bastile, and Make Your Wills. ea 
To-morrow evening, M. Jullien takes his Benefit at the Evglish Opera 
| House. 
| Mr. Dibdin Pitt isengaged at the Theatre Royal, Manchester, and 

opens with the Tragedy of Othello ; Iago, by Mr. Butler. 
Princess's Theatre.—This beautiful Theatre was lighted up a few 
days back, for the purpose of exhibiting the effect of the new curtain and 
act drop-scenes which have been painted, preparatory to the opening of the 
house on the 26th instant. The appearance of the interior, as seen in 
the full glare of the footlights, and the superb chandelier suspended over 
the centre of the pit, was gorgeous in the extreme. The elaborate and 
massive carvings, the fanciful arabesques, the crimson draperies, and the 
glittering ornaments with which the ceiling, the proscenium, the panels 
of the boxes, and every other portion of the house where gilding or paint- 
ing could be applied, were overlaid. This redundance of ornament, though 
exceedingly beautiful in its details soon fatigues the eye, which in vain 

seeks for a resting place in the brilliant confusion by which the spectacle 

is surrounded. The curtain, painted by Cuthbert, is, in perfect accord- 
ance with the florid style of the boxes, more showy than tasteful. : The 

act-drop scene, by Telbin, is a delicious subject, exquisitely painted. 
It represents a noon-day scene, on what we imagine to be an Italian lake. 
The tranquil water, in which the surrounding objects are faintly mir- 
rored like the impalpable images in a dream—the distant hills and the 
white walled buildings, dimly seen through the warm haze of the atmos- 
phere—the picturesque boat, and still more picturesque figures in the 
foreground—are all portrayed with masterly skill. 

The theatre will open with the Opera of Sonnambula, and several 
other operatic pieces will be produced in succession. The strength of 
the vocal corps consists of Eugenia Garcia, prima donna ; Templeton, 
first tenor ; and Burdinna, for the basso. Madame Melanie Duval, a 
dancer of some pretention, will lead the ballet business. Comedy and 
Farce entertainments seem not to be the source from whence the manage- 
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ment expeet to derive success in their undertaking, as the general com- 
pany, with which they purpose opening the campaign, is not remarkable 
for its artistic or numerical strength. It however contains the names of 
Balls, the light comedian, Oxberry, Williams, an American actor, and H. 
Wallack, the stage-manager, all ‘ good men and true.” 

Balfe has completed his Opera, which is to be put in rehearsal at the 
Opera Comic, Paris, without delay, and itis to be brought out about 
the middle of February. The French pay a vast deal more attention 
to rehearsals of Operas than we do. 








; Fashionable Lounges. 
0 the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Evrror,—Just wish to say a word—hbeg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will youexcuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Tuames TUNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. ‘The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
Mapame [ussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and, 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,000/, &e.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Roya ADELAIDE GALLERY, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all the arts 
and sciences met me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights, —saw the humerous effects of the Laughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &ec. and portraits of RobertBurns, Lord Nelson, Prince Albert.&e. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, -- quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, dropped into the Lowrner Bazaar, in the Strand—in aldition to 
the usual accessories of such a place, is a Cosmorama fitted up with so much in- 
genuity that the spectator, with a very slight help from the fancy, might imagine 
that he was looking from some real cavern upon some of the most exquisite scenes 
on England’s coast. The articles are unusually reasonable, and the greatest ci- 
vility characterizes the establishment. It is very well attended, and to those who 
have not heard the Euterpeon it will be a great treat—there is no charge. 

In the evening I am to be found at ANpERTON’s Horen, Fleet Street, enjoying 
some delightful singing at the Harmonic Meeting held there : the principal singers 
consist of Mr. R. Cook, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Delevante, and Mr. Moody, the well- 
known comic singer. An eniment pianist presides. The concert commences at 
eight, and attracts vast audiences. Excellent dinners always ready between 
twelve and seven o’clock,—the soups delicious, and the terms moderate. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &.—PAUL PRY. 




















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 





This Evening, (26th Time) an English Version of ROSSINI’S 
Opera of 


SEMIRA MEADE. 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR, M. BENEDICT. 





Semiramide, Miss ADELAIDE KEMBLE, 
Arsace, Mrs ALFRED SHAW, 


Assur, ...00 feceed >. sees wus Mr GIUBILEI, 
Oroe, Mr LEFFLER, 
Idreno..... sl i ell ccoeecoee Mr TRAVERS, 
Mitranes, Mr HUGHES, 
Shade of Ninus ........0...0- Mr J. BLAND, 


Azema, Miss LEE. 
Princes of Egypt and Ethiopia—Messrs. ANDREWS & RUSSELL. 
Magi—Messrs. MORGUE, BOUCHER, WILLOUGHBY, &c. 
Satraps.—Messrs. COLLETT, MORGAN, MACARTHY &c. 





After which (26th Time) a New, Original,Comic Drama, (in Two 
Acts) written by Mr. MARK LEMON, called 


THE TURF. 


Squire Warren .......... -» Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Captain Flatooker, Mr W. LACY, 
CT eT ere Tree Mr A. WIGAN, 


Clovis Culpepper, Mr BARTLEY, 
Gallup, Mr MEADOWS, DanielDoo, MrGRANBY, 
Aaron Tret, Mr HARLEY, 
John Culpepper .......... Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Felix Doo, Master MARSHALL, 
Allsides, Mr PAYNE, John Trusty, MrRIDGWAY, 
Mrs Culpepper, Mrs HOUMBY, 
MissWarren, Miss LEF, Fanny, Mrs EMDEN. 
In Act L—TATTERSALL’S. 
In Act 1I.—A VIEW OF EPSOM ON THE DERBY DAY. 





To-morrow, Norma, and The Turf. 
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Theatre Royal, English Opora. | 


M. JULLIEN’S 


ANNUAL SERIES OF 


COMCH BTS ! 


The Programme will be changed every evening, 














THIS EVENING, DECEMBER the 22nd, 1842, 
PART LI. 
Overture 7 Fidelio as Beethoven 


Quadrille .. Les Diamans de la Couronne. .Musard 
Grand Selection from the Messiah aie Handel 
Valse, Espagnol,withCastanettes, La Rosita. Jullien 
Solo, Violin, Monsieur DELOFFRE. -  Deloffre 


The Real SCOTCH Quadrille, 


In which Mons. JULLIEN will introduce an imitation of the HIGH- 
LAND PIPE, as performed at Edinburgh. 





PART II, 

Grand Selection from Meyerbeer’s celebrated Opera, 
Robert Je Diable, with Solo for M. Baumann, &e., 
arranged by M. Negri. 

Quadrille..Semiramide,. or Rossini’s Melodies, 

Jullien 


Solo, Flute, Mr RICHARDSON. 


The Chinese Quadrille, on original Chinese Airs.. 
Jullien 


Galop from Giselle ee ¥ Costa 








Doors to be opened at Half-past Seven. Performance to commence at 
Eight precisely. 





Printed & Published by E. & J. Tuomas, 26, Russell Court, Brydges Street. 
Covent Garden, where Novels, Plays, Pamphlets, Posting-bills, Hand- 
bills, Letters, and Cards are Printed, on the lowest Terms.—All Communi- 
cations for The Theatrical Observer to be addressed as above. 

** The Theatrical Observer is delivered daily at the residences of subscribers at 

2s, per month. 








